e keyfo keeping
junk=drawer chaos at bay is
to partition the real estate
nto compartments of
varying sizes. Buy a premade
'g_amzer (forsuggestions,
see below) ormake one
urself: Fill the drawer with
Welry orcheckbook
boxes, or plastic takeout or . -
Tupperware containers. Leave open a “wild car
ake sure they fit snugly ) _ compartment

and don't shift around. For (B ) | S Even when your junk drawer is
small items— paper clips, { \ 4 under control, new flotsam and

fety pins, rubber bands— jetsam, from ticket stubs to
use an ice-cube tray, a buttons, will inevitably drift in.

muf‘fm Hiorthebottom of Give them a landing zone so
an egg carton, they won't clutter the rest of
the drawer. Then, when you
have time, figure out where to
move them—to your sewing
basket, say, or your scrapbook.

: : = The epr05|on of
. _-"-stash it m a Closet ~ i electronicsin ourhomes has
“or hlg_h cabinet. (f : filled'drawers with cords
youneveropen — thatonly sometimes need
thatbag, itsproof : tobe pluggedin. The

P the-items_v_\_/eren’t- i solution: Neatly loop each
~ worthy ofkeeping : “cord andinsert it inside a
~ineasyreach)  : toilet-paper tube. Label the
Thejunk drawer : tubes(e-reader digital
isbestforthings -~ : camera, etc.) to cut down
youuseoften. i onconfusion.

{ To keep stray recelpts recipes, coupons and
“takeout menus from becoming hopelessly
intermingled, clip each type together—a clothespin
= works. Throw out receipts for credit card purchases
: (your statement offers proof of transactions) or at
least place them in an envelope: Set aside business
“cards’soyou can enter the information into your
laptop, smartphone or Rolodex.

Three Wais to oomlw a Ju’c‘tmof Lraer

BOXIT UP ¢ LOCKIT DOWN

These Blue Pippi organizers (7" L -. The Oxo Good Grips adjustable

5

x7"Wx4"H,$8for2;14" L - ¢ organizer (12"-20" Wx 16%:"L ™ ' : SHIFT IT AROUND
x7"Wx4"H, $6; container B 1 : x 2Y4" H, $25; oxo.com) comes g Rationell adjustable dividers (20" L x
store.com) can keep your items &, - with nonslip feet so it won't slide - 134" Wx 1%" D, $13; ikea.com) will fit
stylish and separate. S -~ inside the drawer. - avariety of drawer sizes and objects.



